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We need a national campaign to cut off
the flow of guns to teens who commit crimes.
Today I am directing the Department of the
Treasury and the Department of Justice to
work with local law enforcement in a new
nationwide initiative.

In the 17 cities already mentioned, we will,
for the first time, see that every time a gun
is used in a crime and seized by law enforce-
ment, it will be tracked through a national
tracing system to find out where it came
from. We will use that information to target
those criminal gunrunning networks that are
peddling guns to our teenagers.

Local and national prosecutors have
agreed to work together to break up these
criminal gangs. And the new data from these
17 cities will give us a much better idea of
how the black market in guns actually oper-
ates and how to break it. Police on the beat,
prosecutors in the courtroom, Federal inves-
tigators in the crime lab, they’ll all work to-
gether in a genuine national team to take on
the gunrunners.

Those who illegally peddle guns to our
children will get a simple message: We will
find you, we will prosecute you, and we will
punish you. We owe that much to fine fami-
lies like the Cherys, to the children they lost
and the children they still have to give to
this world and to our future.

We have to give the future back to all of
our children. We cannot permit the United
States to go into the 21st century the richest,
the most powerful country in the world, with
more opportunities available to more young
people to live out their dreams than ever be-
fore, and keep allowing our young people to
die before their dreams ever have a chance
to take shape.

I thank the law enforcement personnel
who are here and those who stand with you
all across America. I thank the members of
the administration who have worked on this.
Most important, I thank the Cherys and all
the families who have known the most un-
imaginable loss any human beings can know,
for having the courage to stand with us and
demand that we do better.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to Joseph and Tina Chery, whose son
was killed in gang crossfire in 1993.

Memorandum on the Youth Crime
Gun Interdiction Initiative
July 8, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Attorney General

Subject: Implementation of the Youth Crime
Gun Interdiction Initiative

Firearms violence is a scourge on our soci-
ety. Homicides committed by young people
with firearms have nearly tripled since 1985,
and other types of gun-related violence have
been on the rise. Too many guns are in the
hands of our Nation’s children.

Through the Brady Handgun Violence
Prevention Act and the Violent Crime Con-
trol and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, we
have reduced criminals’ access to firearms,
including military-style assault weapons. We
are using the Gun-Free Schools Act of 1994
to take guns out of schools, making schools
a safer learning environment for our chil-
dren.

In addition, working in cooperation with
State and local law enforcement in unprece-
dented fashion, Federal investigators and
prosecutors have successfully disrupted nu-
merous illicit gun markets across the country
over the last 3 years. We need to strengthen
our efforts to clamp down on these illegal
markets, especially those that provide crime
guns to children.

The Department of the Treasury’s Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) has
developed a pilot program that will trace all
guns used in crime that are seized by Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement offi-
cers, and work with that trace information
to help identify illegal gun traffickers. The
project utilizes an innovative computer soft-
ware system that examines crime gun trace
information and provides law enforcement
officers with crucial investigative leads about
the sources of these guns. By analyzing pat-
terns of gun trafficking that exist in an area,
we are developing more effective law en-
forcement strategies to target illegal gun traf-
fickers for prosecution, particularly those
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who put guns into the hands of our Nation’s
young people.

I am directing you to implement this
project in 17 pilot cities: Atlanta, Georgia;
Boston, Massachusetts; Baltimore, Maryland;
Birmingham, Alabama; Bridgeport, Con-
necticut; Cleveland, Ohio; Inglewood, Cali-
fornia; Jersey City, New Jersey; Memphis,
Tennessee; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; New
York, New York; Richmond, Virginia; Salinas,
California; Seattle, Washington; San Antonio,
Texas; St. Louis, Missouri; and Washington,
D.C.

In addition, you should work with local,
State, and Federal law enforcement in each
of these cities to ensure that all crime guns
seized in their cities are traced and to de-
velop joint investigative and prosecutorial
strategies to combat the problem of illegal
gun trafficking. Your efforts should build
upon existing partnership programs with
State and local law enforcement officers,
such as the Anti-Violent Crime Initiative.

You should jointly report to me in writing
by August 8, 1997, on the first-year accom-
plishments of this project.

William J. Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
July 8, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

The Government of Iraq crossed a new
threshold of noncompliance with its cease-
fire obligations in early June when it repeat-
edly blocked attempts by U.N. weapons in-
spectors to enter certain Iraqi government
facilities. The investigators from the United
Nations Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM) were attempting to enter Spe-
cial Republican Guard sites where they be-
lieve Iraq may be hiding information on its
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) pro-
grams.

Under a number of Security Council reso-
lutions, Iraq is obligated to grant UNSCOM
inspectors immediate, unconditional and un-
restricted access to any location in Iraq they
wish to examine. On June 12, the Security
Council unanimously adopted Resolution
1060 deploring Iraq’s failure to meet these
obligations and demanding that Iraq comply.
Upon adoption of the resolution, the Iraqi
regime immediately and publicly restated its
refusal to grant the required access.

Consequently, on June 14, the Security
Council directed the Executive Chairman of
UNSCOM, Rolf Ekeus, to travel to Baghdad
to try to secure Iraq’s compliance. The Coun-
cil armed Ambassador Ekeus with a strong,
unanimous Council statement condemning
Iraq’s continued intransigence and noting
that its behavior constitutes a clear and fla-
grant violation of a number of Council reso-
lutions, including the cease-fire resolution
(687). On June 24, Ambassador Ekeus re-
ported to the Council that Iraq had agreed
to meet its obligations regarding the inspec-
tions.

Iraq remains out of compliance with nu-
merous other requirements of the Security
Council. Iraq continues to stall and obfuscate
rather than work in good faith toward ac-
counting for the hundreds of Kuwaitis and
third-country nationals who disappeared at
the hands of Iraqi authorities during the oc-
cupation. Iraq refuses to return all of Kuwaiti
military equipment stolen during the occupa-
tion, as well as priceless Kuwaiti cultural and
historical artifacts looted on instruction from
Baghdad. Iraq continues to provide refuge
for known terrorists.

Saddam Hussein’s unwillingness to comply
with the norms of international behavior ex-
tends to his regime’s continuing threat to
Iraqi citizens throughout the country. We
and our coalition partners continue to en-
force the no-fly zones over northern and
southern Iraq as part of our efforts to deter
Iraq’s use of aircraft against its population.
Tragically, on June 25 a petroleum truck
parked near the barracks that housed U.S.
military personnel deployed to Saudi Arabia
in support of the Operation Southern Watch
no-fly zone enforcement operation exploded,
killing 19 and wounding over 250 American
military personnel, many seriously. This hei-
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